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"*Justice has nothing to do with what goes on in a courtroom.

Justice is what comes out off a courtroom."

Clarence darrow
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»this Court has looked to the traditional protections
against unreasonable searches and seizures afforded by
the common law at the time of the framing. Given the
longstanding common-law endorsement of the practice
of announcement, and the wealth of founding-era
commentaries, constitutional provisions, statutes, and
cases espousing or supporting the knock and announce
principle, this Court has little doubt that the
Amendment’s Framers thought that whether officers
announced their presence and authority before entering
a dwelling was among the factors to be considered in
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assessing a search’s reasonableness. Nevertheless, the
common-law principle was never stated as an inflexible
rule requiring announcement under all circumstances.
Countervailing law enforcement interests-including, e.
Z., the threat of physical harm to police, the fact that an
officer is pursuing a recently escaped arrestee, and the
existence of reason to believe that evidence would likely
be destroyed if advance notice were given-may establish
the reasonableness of an unannounced entry. For now,
this Court leaves to the lower courts the task of
determining such relevant countervailing factors. Pp.
934-936".
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